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Lisa Nandy
Secretary of State, Culture, Media and Sport
London

Dear Secretary of State,

I am writing on behalf of the British Broadcasting Challenge, a campaign group that promotes the values and institutions of UK Public Service Broadcasting. We wish to draw your attention to our new report, Rebuilding The BBC, which we have just launched to coincide with the government’s consultation on renewing the BBC’s Charter.

We believe this Charter renewal takes place at a critical time both for the BBC and our democratic system. Both the institution and our democracy are being threatened by the rapid fusion of media institutions imbued with long-standing public interest values, and global tech platforms controlled by American billionaires pursuing self-interested agendas.

We believe the BBC is Britain’s most effective defence against the dangers of global media power being concentrated in the hands of a few private individuals, unwilling or unable to stand up to an overweening domestic political party or foreign power.  Facts, truth and trust are indispensable to a functioning democracy. They are also embedded in the DNA of the BBC which has informed, educated and entertained the public, in Britain and abroad, for over a century. 

This is therefore a perfect opportunity for this government to future-proof a uniquely British institution, and to insulate our democracy as well as our culture. Our proposals in the attached report show how this government can seize this opportunity to take bold and courageous action to safeguard the BBC’s independence and funding for future generations. 

We will be circulating our report and this letter widely, and would appreciate an opportunity to discuss our ideas with you directly.
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